Resounding success for South

African equipment suppliers

k. pravidd o greal success for two of South Africa's
lgading equipmeant suppliers, bath of whom
commiented on the volume and vales of the visitors
b B grighb-day show, writes Nick Coombes, PFM's
Eurgpean cormespandent,

Plastics packaging is at somathing of a crossroads
fight naw, wilh inermaticnal meadia highlighting the
digsirous effects of pollution causad by indiscriminate
digpasal of wsad products. Modam sociaty cannot live
withoul it, § seams. bul is ill-prepared and ill-advised
an the most efficiant way of disposing of it — namely
recycle or rawse, And if thera was ona factor that
united all stand holdars at the expo. it was the need
i b pro@ctive in what's called the ‘circular economy’
= @ lerm descriptive enough o nead no axplanation.

All suppliars hawva an important rede to play in
whal is rapidly becoming a global crisis, and thera
wis avidence aplenty of this from both substrate
and aquipment manufacturers, Whils flexible
matiprials, such as thermopdastic elastomears, ware in
griswler gvidence than befora, all exhibilors focused
of rducing waste in the producton cycle and
demonsirating innovations in reclamation.

0n the Soarth African front, | met up with Gary
Kipswadber of Advanced Packaging Technology and
Sansd Qosthuizen of Saraltach,

Gary Kieswabter reporied axcallant visitor interest,
espacially n the new Hudson-Sharp wicketing machine
launched af the show. Known as Apallo, it's the sixih-
genaration wickeber fram this manufacturer and is said
ko clfer the most laxible production capability on the
miarkiet, with speeds up to 450 bags'min. Designed
wilh good argonomics for fast changeowars in ioday's
shor-run markel, the Apclio has automatic sat-up from
its imuithe interface controd panal,

W ware defighted with response from visitors to
the sland. The Apcllo seamed to tick all the bowes, and
wir'll b Tollowing up some excellent enguiries afier the
shaw,' Gary remarks.
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Bdsmiriag e Apalla wickulsd on e Heiddon-3herp aland at

B 2110 wire Sahan Marians [Hudsan-Sharp) ry Biaaweflar
[Advanced Paciaging Technology), limsd Simjon (Tropic
Platic B Packaging] and Nisd Brazesl (Advanced Pathaging
Technekogy)

Sared Oosthulzen, whose company Sareliech
represents an amay of manufacturers in the pring and
excirusion sectors, s&w K 2019 as something of a
ground-breaker. Among his principals, be highlighbed
Gama for s newly-launched G000 aubomatic ink
condrol system that offers stability dusing production
and reduced ik and solvent consumplion; Camis for
it Seldmim wide |risleeve HOS01 mounting Sysiem as
part of a fotal workiow solubon; and BST Ellromal's
focus on sustainabliity and cosi-eflecivanass in web.
procassing of plastics.

In addition, Doteco prasenied the new Blands
machine designed io blend pellels in axirigon whene
dosing accuracy and homogenous disparsion of
additives are stricl requiremants.

Bandera exhibibed ks seven-layer blown hilrm ling,
Barrier Flex Seven, an oplimised solution for shorl-run/
fast changeower of combined barrier and high barrier
films, as well as high throughput polyolefin production,
with an aliegedly grownd-breaking core

Temac introduced a new user-machine interface
system; Fraser launched a powarful new 33k\ static
elminabor, the XEFOS 33, with adapiive DC ionising;
and AFS5oltal presenied a ange of surface treatmant
lechndlngy or various substralas,

On e liangpe maching sida, talian manufaciurer Liteco
presented its Bainbow 4.0 laminalor using solveniless
technalogy for minimal environmantal impac whean
eoaling (ses full repord in PPM. Ociober 2018, p49). In
ling with ghabsal concams. the theme on this stand was
resouroi-gaving, functionality and sustainabiity.

Twice @ day v sireaming camaras connacted thi
stand with WMeca’s plant and ConmvarDrome (R&D
dermgnsiration cantra) in Colognola ai Colli (Haly)

&0 thal visilors could see the Next 450 rotograwre
press, Sapphine Evo hybeid digital press and the Onyx
810 flexo préss in dction and leam more about each
riaching's featungs,

By the tirme the expo closed, the company was
clairming sales worth £18-milkon, incuding threa coaling
and laminating lings, Saven floxo pressas, a gravung
press and baa digital hybrd lines.

'K 15 a unigue opportunity for suppliers and ther agents
freem arcund the word o come logether and sea the labtest
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